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“This camp allowed us to 
provide a positive opportunity 

for students to learn about 
technical education careers 

and at the same time open up 
new avenues with academic 

teachers.  We invited two 
academic teachers to work 

with our staff during camp. It 
was beneficial for the 

students because both sets 
of teachers collaborated 

using the hands-on approach 
to learning.  At the same time, 

kids were able to use 
problem-solving and critical 
thinking skills while doing 

something fun.”

Annette Harris-Ward, 
Principal
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Carpentry Activity:  DeskJockey
“During this project, students learned 
about the importance of straight lines 
and how important math concepts are 
in the carpentry field,” said Belfry 
Middle School Math Instructor Keith 
May.

“They were taught how to read a tape 
measure, draw a radius and cut a 
bevel,” says Belfry Carpentry 
Instructor James Meade.  “Students 
worked with wood as well as with 
Plexiglas and I feel like they enjoyed 
the class.  And, they were able to 
finish a product that they can put on 
their desk at home.”

“We are getting to make a desk set 
and I have got to cut the wood with a 
router.  I’ve also drilled holes, but I 
had to measure more than once,” says 
Aimee Williamson, an 8th grade 
student at Belfry Middle School.  “I’ve 
had fun.” 



Carpentry Activity:  DeskJockey

Photo below:  Mr. Meade, Aimee 
Williamson, 8th grade Belfry Middle 
School student; and Math 
Instructor Keith May working on 
measurement.

Photo above:  Mr. Meade helps 
Aimee shape her Plexiglas. 



WeldingWelding

Activity:  Activity:  
Shepherds Shepherds 

HookHook

Photo at left:  
Jory Scott 
and Belfry 
ATC Welding 
Instructor 
Jonathan 
Bogar heat 
the metal to 
manipulate 
the arc.

“Camp is great,” 
says Belfry Middle 
School Science 
Teacher Donna 
Palazzolo.  “The 
students are able to 
see and apply some of the same concepts 
they learn in science class.”

“The students have enjoyed making the 
shepherds hooks and plan to give one to 
their mother,” says Bogar.  “We have 
discussed careers in welding and Mrs. 
Palazzolo has talked about the physical and 
chemical changes taking place as we make 
the hooks.  They have had fun and been able 
to learn.  It’s the best of both worlds.”

Palazzolo, Scott and Bogar.



Machine Tool Technology
Activity:  YoYo Construction

Photo:  Donna Palazzolo talks with Tyler 
Williamson about the different woods that 
students could choose for their yoyo.

“The woods are from the rain forest.  Each 
wood has a different weight and color,” says 
Donna.  “When the students actually used 
the yoyo’s for the first time, we talked about 
kinetic energy and gravity.”

“I used dial calipers 
to measure and find 
the center of my 
piece of wood,” 
says Tyler 
Williamson.  “I have 
a hard time using 
decimals in math, 
but I understood 
this better because I 
could see why I 
needed to use 
decimals.  And, I 
really like my yoyo.  
I don’t know anyone 
who has one like 
the ones we have 
built at this camp.”



Machine Tool Technology
Activity:  YoYo Construction

Photo above:  Crystal Elkins 
is supervised by Paul 
Williamson as she turns her 
yoyo.

“I think the kids benefited greatly 
by using hands-on activities to 
learn about careers.  They also 
got to use concepts without 
textbooks,” says Belfry ATC 
Machine Tool Technology 
Instructor Paul Williamson.  “Math 
concepts are used on a daily 
basis in my program. It’s amazing 
how many students we get who 
don’t understand how math is 
used in the real world or for that 
matter, who are unable to perform 
simple math problems.  Students 
have a tendency to learn 
mathematics easier in the area 
technology center environment 
because they can practically 
apply the principles.”  



Machine Tool Technology
Activity:  YoYo

Photo below:  Williamson, Elkins and May 
discuss the importance of decimals.

“Machinists normally use decimals instead of 
fractions.  From a math teacher’s perspective, the 
students’ use of decimals is essential.  Students 
tell us they do not need to know fractions or 
decimals because they don’t see the importance 
of the concept.  This experience gives them an 
opportunity to see the importance of these 
concepts,” says May.  “Hands-on is the key to 
helping students understand concepts.  They do 
not typically get enough hands-on activities and I 
think the use of the ATC to demonstrate actual 
use of concepts is excellent.”

“I learned more math in here than I did in my 
regular math class at school,” says Crystal 
Elkins.  “I used dial calipers to find the center 
of the wood and to find the center distance.  We 
learned about fractions.  We had to change 
fractions to decimals because machinists use 
decimals instead of fractions.  I had fun putting 
my yoyo together and actually using it.” 



ElectricityElectricity
Activity:  Building RobotsActivity:  Building Robots

Instructor:  Robin MayInstructor:  Robin May

Photo below:  Chase Caudill, an incoming 
freshman for the 2006-07 school year and 
Belfry ATC Electricity Instructor Robin May 
discuss the completed “robot.”

“I wanted the students to have 
fun building a project in this 
program and at the same time 
read and follow directions,” says 
Belfry ATC Electricity Instructor 
Robin May.  “I also wanted them 
to understand mechanical 
concepts.  Not only did we have 
fun, but we also talked about 
different types of careers that 
they could pursue in the future.”

“I learned about motors in the 
assembly of my robot,” says 
Chase Caudill.  “It was fun.”



Health Sciences Camp Activities:

CPR
Mr. Bones – Anatomy Model
Heimlich Maneuver
Circulatory System
EpiPen Trainer
Blood Pressure
Respirations

Photo below:  8th grade Belfry Middle 
School Student Kendra Pollis, Belfry ATC 
Health Sciences Instructor Melissa 
Scarberry, Belfry High School satellite 
program; and Belfry Middle School 
Science Teacher Donna Palazzolo.

“I have learned how to use 
an EpiPen and how 
important it is in an 
emergency situation,” says 
8th grader Kendra Pollis.  “If I 
ever had to use an Epi-Pen, 
hopefully I could save 
someone’s life who is having 
an allergic reaction.”



Heimlich Maneuver
Photo below:  Patricia Hunter, Belfry ATC 
Health Sciences Instructor – Pike Co. 
Central High School satellite program 
explains the correct Heimlich Maneuver 
procedure to 5th grade student Michael 
Palazzolo. 

“Students have been able to apply what 
they’ve learned about body systems,” 
says Patricia Hunter.  “They learned skills 
that can be used in life saving situations 
such as CPR, first aid and how to correctly 
perform the Heimlich maneuver.  Some of 
the students showed a real interest in 
going into the health care field.  This has 
been a valuable experience.”
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The Belfry ATC Summer Career Camp was 
paid with federal funds through America’s 

Career Resource Network (ACRN)


